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Genealogy Research Checklist 

 

BIRTH/MARRIAGE/DIVORCE 
 

 Birth certificates and registers 
 Amended birth certificates 
 Delayed birth certificates 
 Stillbirth certificates 
 Marriage certificates and registers 
 Divorce records 
 Annulment records 
 Death certificates and registers 
 Other documents 

 

BUSINESS/WORK RECORDS 
 

 Insurance records 
 Patents 
 Professional licenses  
 Railroad, mining, and factory records  
 Records of professional organizations   
 Social Security (SSS) applications 

 

CENSUS RECORDS 
 

 Agriculture schedules 
 defective, dependent, and delinquent 

(DDD) schedules 
 Federal/ state/ territorial/local census 

records 
 Mortality schedules 
 manufacturing/ industry schedules 

 

DEATH/CEMETERY/FUNERAL 
 

 Wills and Probates 
 Estate Records 
 Cemetery/ tombstone records 
 Funeral Home records 
 Burial Permits 
 Other cards and documents 

FAMILY/PERSONAL 
 

 Bibles/ journals/ Diaries/misc. books 
 Handwritten/typed letters and 

documents 
 Wedding/baby photos 
 Photo albums/scrapbooks/yearbooks 
 Other personal documents 
 Family trees, family interviews, etc. 

 

IMMIGRATION 
 

 Alien registration forms 
 Naturalization forms 
  Name changes 
 Declarations of Intention 
 Oaths of Allegiance 
 Passenger ship manifests 
 Passports and passport applications 
 Documentation from immigrant 

assistance organizations 
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LEGAL 

 
 Custody/guardianship records 
 Court cases 
 Court orders 
 Coroner’s records 
 Criminal records 
 Meeting Logs 
  Permits and licenses 
 Voter registrations 

 
MILITARY 

 
 WWI draft cards 
 WWII draft cards 
  Enlistment and discharge records 
 Other military records 
 Veteran administration/ military 

organization records 

 
ORGANIZATIONS/CLUBS 

 
 AHEPA 
 DOA 
 SOP 
 KOC 
 Lions 
 Rotary 
 Freemasons  
 Fraternities/Sororities  
 Other clubs and organizations 

 
PERIODICALS/PUBLISHED WORK 

 
 Obituaries/Death notices 
 Special Event Notices (graduation, 

engagement, weddings, etc.) 
 Newspaper/Magazine articles 
 Newspaper/Magazine advertisements  
 Historical Records (country, state, city, 

town, village, etc.) 
 Printed Family Histories 

 

 

REAL PROPERTY 
 

 Land records 
 Deeds 
 Tax records 
 Foreclosure records 
 Mortgage/ lease records 
 Plat maps 
 Surveys 
 Other property documents 

REFERENCES 
 

 “Who’s who” directories 
 Yellow Pages/ white pages 
 Professional directories 

 
RELIGIOUS RECORDS 

 
 Burial Records 
 Membership Lists 
 Religious Newsletters 
 Priest’s records 
 Other religious records 
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